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Infant birth records, early 1900s: View from the newspapers 

• 1900-1920s: compliance with on-time civil birth record 
registration continued to be a problem 

• News stories show increasing impatience with late filing 
of birth records by physicians and midwives 

• News story: arrest of physicians for failure to file on time 
(shown here: The Evening Review, East Liverpool, Ohio, 
22 Sep 1925, p11, accessed at Newspapers.com) 

• Mention of need to comply with U.S. Census Bureau 
demands 

• Good to know: Newspapers ran lists of births and 
delayed births as they were reported to government 
offices (separate from family birth announcements) 

 
Delayed birth records: View from the newspapers 

• Originally the phrase applied to belated submissions of 
regular birth records (of infants and young children) 

• During the 1930s and 1940s, new laws were created to 
support adults who required proof of birth 

• Evidence on the growing use of delayed birth 
registration appears in newspapers 

 
Good to know: When they applied may tell you WHY 

• Late 1930s: required for Social Security applications 

• Early 1940s: required for work in defense industry 

• July 1941: Federal government pushes for state implementation of adult delayed birth 
registration: “60 million people can’t prove they were born” 
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Delayed birth record for Leona Blanche Johnson (Ashland) in “Ohio, County Births, 1841-
2003;”FamilySearch.org, image 67; accessed 3 Feb 2022. 
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What’s in delayed birth records?  
Due to the additional burden of proof, delayed birth records may contain much more information than 
an infant birth register. Contents may include: 

• Name, birth date/place, sex, and race; parents’ names and birthplaces, filing date/place 
• Proof of birth: reference/copy of a variety of documents or statements of varying reliability 

(family bibles, affidavits of family members, insurance policies, applicant’s child’s birth 
certificate, physician or midwife signature, employment records, and census records) 

 
How to find delayed birth records 

• Genealogy websites 
• FamilySearch Catalog: Search at state, county, city levels 
• Ancestry catalog results for delayed births (VA, IA, VT, NH, WA, TN, SC, MA, GA, Berks, 

PA) 
• Google: “delayed birth records Arizona” 
• May or may not be with other birth records 
• Ask at county/state level 
• Look with court records 
• May have been filed many years after birth 
• Collection range (1871-1945) may represent years of births or years the records were collected 
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